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E had once a Species cf 
oo.0e Opera, call’d Dramatic, in 
Reee>| Which the Dignity of 
ss, \) Reafon was not facrificd, as 
“@ it is how, to the Diffolute- 
wes} nefs of Sound; but the 
7it Forcé of Words and Afean- 

i ing, was increas'd by 
Mufick, and Decoration, 


+ Soul, by the Mediation of 
the Senfes. 





~E HAVE heard, with a Pleafure, which, I hope, was 
not groundlefs, That there is a Defign on foot, in one 
of our Theatres, to reftore thefe manly, as well as 
delightful, Entertainments, with an Elegance, and 
Magnificence of Ornament, which we have not yet 
been accuftom’d to. — The Succefs, which Diocle- 
fian has met with (an Opera, of this Kind, but far 
fhort of the Perfection, which I am told ir is propos’d 
to raife them to) will ferve, it is to be hop’d, as an 
Encouragement, to keep the Gentleman, who is Pa- 
tentee of that Theatre, firm, and vigorous, in his In- 
tention. — His Genius is admirably turn’d ro thofe 
Embellifimenrs of Show, and Scenary, which will al- 
ways have a furprizing, and powerful, Effect, on the 
Stage ; but moft where they are apily, and figmificant- 
ly, introduced :— And, there are not wanting W73- 
ters, who can contribute Subjcf, and Occafion, where- 
on to exhanft, in the moft rational, as well as agree- 
able Manner, the {prightly Copioufnefs of bis Invea- 
tion, So that I am almoft led to flatrrer my felf, Thar 
our emafculating prefent Tafte, of the Italian Luxury, 
and Wantonne/s of Mujfick, will give -way to a more 
Paffionate, and animated Kind of Opera, where not 
only the Eye and Ear may expect to be charm',d bur 
the Heart to be touch’d, and tranfported. 


IT will be receiv’d asthe Effect of Spleen, or Affe- 
@ation, to infinuare, That the Martial Spirit of our 
Nation, is effeminated, and gradually relax’d, by the 
Influence of this foftening Sen: And yet Cicero (who 
was at leaft 2s good a Judge as moft of rhe Members 
of cur ROYAL ACADEMT for Encouragement 
of TRIF LING) bas nor fcrupled to fay plainly, 


[ Price Two Pence. ] 


(in his Tract de Lezibus) — That the Good or Evil, in 
a State, depends greatly on the MUSICK, that is 
moft encouraged in st: For, if it be too Light, and Wane 
ton, the People are infenfibly render'd foolifh, and difore 
derly ; and, on the contrary, if it be Grave, and Maf- 
culine, they become modeft, by its Influence, ‘ 


THE Spartan Plainnefs, and Aufterity, have been 
celebrated in every Age: And Hiftories are full of 
Inftances of thar Wife People’s Rigour, againft Inno- 
vation, in Particulars which feem’a to threaten them’ 
(at what Diftance foever) with the modifi Luxuries 
of their Neighbours: Bur the ftrangeft Impreffion 
which was ever made upon me in their Fayour, was 
from the Decree they paffed jagainft Timothous, the 
Milefian, for an Improvement he had introdtced, in’ 


Mufick, much like the admir’d Concerte’s of our Ita- | 


lian Benefaétors. But thefe Grave Men of Forefight, 
difcern'd the Confequence of fuch pretended Refine- 
ments, and provided againft it, by this timely Edi&, 
which Lylius Gyraldus has inferred, as he tranfcrib’d’ 
it, from Beetius. | ; 


“FORASMUCH as Timotheus, the Milefian, 


“ (receiv’d into our City) holding in Contempt the 
*“anuient Adufick, and rejecting the Harp with Seven 
“Strings, hath introduc’d an Flarmony of many 
“*Yoice:, corrupting the Ears of our Youth, by a Mule 
“ tiplicity of Strings, and a Mufick hitherto unknown, 
‘ Dividing the Simple Notes, into a Variety of Feints, 
“and Quaverings, We do therefore Ordain, That he 
“ “fhall be impeach'd, and that his fuperfiuous Strings 
“ fhalt be broken: To the End, that Strangers, from 
‘* bis Example, may. be wary of bringing among 
“ Spartans, the light, and unmavly, Amufements, 
“« which are practis’d, in /e/S mcdef? Countries. 


a“ 


WHEN I reflect on the Power of Mafick, as ¢ 
was practis’d among the Antienrs, and confider the 
miraculous Inftances of its Effects, on the Pailions of 
fome Princes, who were moft intlexible in their Refo- 
lutions: And, when, at the fame Time, I confider, 
That the Mufick, which had this prodigious Influence, 
was the Reverfe (as I fhall prefently prove) of That, 
which now prevails in Eurepe, and which produces 
none of thofe tranfporting Effetts, What lets can I 

conclude, 

















conclude, rhan that All our boafted Additions to this 
heavenly Art, are rather. Enlargem:nts, than Improve. 
ments? ——m There is a little Piece of Randoiph’s ; 
which, of al! his Poems, Iam mott pleas'd with ; and 
which gives us, as it were in Adiniature, the whdle, 
that can be faid, of Mufick ! 


Mufick! Thou Queen of Souls! —= Arife, and, firing 
Thy powerful Lute ; and fome fad Requicm fing: 
*Trli Rocks re-murmur 4m awaken’d Groan, . 

© And if’ ning Tempetts catch the mournful Tone ! 
Then, on a fudden, with excurfive Hand, 
Fly o'er the (ounding Chords, which Light command: 
*Tsil Oaks, and firuggling Elms, uprooted, bound ; 
And a charm'd Foreft lives, and dances, round! 
Then, —— in the midft of the tran{porting Strain, 
Strike a lad Note, — and fix 'em Trees again. 


I SAID, above, thar the ftrange Effects, reported 
of Mujfick in former Times, were the Influence of a 
Practice, very different from the modern ; and I can- 
not more ef tually ftrengrthen that Affertion, than 
by obferving, I am confirm’d init, by the Opinion of 
Dr. (Vallis, communicated, on this Subject, to the 
Royal Society. 


THE Mofick of the Anticnts. was more extenfive 
than ours: For Peetry, and Dancing (or meafur'd 
Motion ) were then accounted Paris of Adujsick. 
— Now, we know, that Ver/e, if harmonious, and 
paifionate, /2f°10.a plain Tune, and fung by a natural 
Voice, with fome foft Inftrumencal ALufick, fach as not 
drowns, or obfcures, but heightens the Empbatick. 
Expreiffions ; wi work fttangely upon the Ear, and 
move all our Paffions, in Proportion 


+ a Tune, and 

Subje& ; but ‘ efpecially, if attended with {uitable 

Gols e, and Attion,. For, ‘tis evident, on the Stage, 
t pro 


| per ‘Ad@iny gives great Life to Words. Now,, 
all this cogether, (which made up the Ancient Mufick 
muft needs operate ftrongly on the Fancy, and Af.. 
fections — For, if the deliberate Reading ofa Ro= 
-mance (if it happensto be well penn'd) will produce, 
Muth, Tears, Pity, Anger, Indignation, according : to, 
the refpective Incenrs of it, much more wou'd, it do 
fo, @f accompanied with all thofe powerful Af 
fiftants. | a: 


‘WHY may norall This be now done, as well as, 


then ? —- No Doubr it may, and with equal Effeé too, 
if ihe Words were but elegantly adapted to the 


ment, and difpos’d in Places, proper for their Empba- 
fis, pronounc’d with a cuneful Voice, and inlivened 


by expredlive.Gefure, painting, naturally, the Paffion, 


ot Condision, of the Miad ; and graphical) delineating, 
as it were, tothe Eye (as well as addrefling to the.. 
Ear) the Bounds, Diftinctions, and peculiar Actri-.. 
bates, of Foy, Gréef, Wonder, Fury, Fealoufy, Com-., 
pafiion, Fea’, Love, Hatred, and the reft of thofe.. 
E\notions, which the ated Mind is fubject to. — This... 
won'd, as certainly now, as then, produce éxtraordi..; 


na:y Effects ; and elpecially upon a. Sarprize, where. 
Perfons are not prejudic’d, or pre-engag’d 5 and, fo, 
lig open to the meaat Impreffions. ’ 


OUR modern Mufick is no more than what the 
Aniients call’d Harmonick, which was bur one Part of 
Theirs, whole Mufick,. as I. faid above,- confifted of 
Wo ds, Verle, Voice, Tune, Inftrument, and Aétion, 
— 4 very. powerful Combination! — And can we 
exvect, from One Piece, the fame Influence, as from 
the Whole? — The D:fign of Mufick, among Us, 
(ctms to aim at exciting no particular Paffion ; but, 
in’ general, to plerfe che Ear ; and, by a tuneful In- 
tetinixcure of different Veices, and Parts, with. Caden- 


“@eavour to act 


cies, and Concerds, produce an elegant Sound, which 
only thofe Perfons can difcern, who have diftinguifh- 
ing Judgment in Mujickh; while That much larger 
Part of the Audience, which confifts of Ehofe who 
have a rude, and uncultivated Ear, remains only 
amusd, and confounded, with a great Noife, which 
has Nothing diftinguifhable to their Capacity. 


"T LS true, indeed, thar even this Compound Mufitk 
admits of Charaéters, very different : Some are brisk, 
elate, and airy ; fome fedate, and grave ; others foft, 
vefign'd, and languid: — But, ftill, That kind of 
Harmony which is moft powerful to excite parricular- 
Paflions, or Difpofitions, in the Mind, is the fimple, 
natural, and uncompounded. — How often have I been 
forced to go. abroad when I had no mind to it, or 
fall aflecp,. in the middle of the Day, by a Nw /’s 
languid Tune, lulling her Babe toreft, in a Room, 
within my~ hearing! — Nay, continual Reading in 
an evem Tone, — the foft Murmur of a pebbly Brook, 
— the falling of Rain upon Trees, — fhail have an 
irrefiftable Power to induce a Repofe upon the Spirits. 
— And, on thecontrary, An Alderman who is lame 
of the Gout, fhall feel himfelf grow light, and wanron, 
at the Brisknefs of a Fig, ona Kit, or Violin, exciting 
a Difpofition to dance, that is almoft too hard for his 
Pain, and Gravity. — Nothing is plainer, rherefore, 
than that fimple Harmony is more operative on the 
Aff: tions, than an elaborate Compofition of Full Mufick. 


SO that, if iris the Aim of Mufick to pleafe the 
Ear, the Compofitions of Italian Mafters may deferve 
to be preferr’d, as forming /wegter Conforts than were 
known tothe Antients ; among whom I find no Foot- 
fteps of what we call, feveral Parts, or Voices (fuch as 
Bafe, Treble, Mean, &c. fang in Confort) anfwering 
each other, to diverfify, and fill pp, the Mufick. 
-— But, if. Pade 45 Mufick, to excite Paffion, 
and, move the Heart, to any moral, or folid Purpofe, 
we muft apply a more touching Simplicity, and-en- 
upon Nature, in a more natural, and - 
upafiécted Manner. And This, Idoubr nor, a judi- 

s Compofer may fo happily effect, that (allowing 
for thofe Hyperboles, with which the Aatient Writers 
fe off their Mufick) our Modern may be found capa. , 
We of producing as extraordinary Effects as theus., 
~~ And, This, methinks, is a Adine of Pleafure, yet 
unopen d, and may deierve.to be thought on,-with fome 

tention, by Thofe, whofe Profit wou'd be the cer-. 
an Confequence of introducing a Novelty, fo power- 
. SE reuhdkaan But I fhall fay more, concerning thefe . 
Things, upon fome furure Occafion, 
a om 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Jnft Publifh’d, and Ready to be Deliver’d to 
the Suescrizvers (by S. Richardfin, in 
Salishury-Court, Fleet-ffreet.) 





emo RS of the Reigns of FRANCIS Il. 


and CH ARLES IX. of France, Contain- 


, ig a Particular Account of the Three Firft Civil Wars, 
. Raifed and Carried on by the Huguenots in that King- 


dom. Whercia the moft Remarkable Paffages in the 
Reigns of King HE NRT VIII. of England, Queen 
ELIZABETH, and the Unfortunate M4 RY Queen 
of Scots, are fet in a True Light. By AZICHAEL 
de CASTELNAV, Lord of Mauvifiere, &c. who was 
Ambaffador for Ten Years at the Court of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Prnsivalls concern’d in the Secret Tran- 
fadiions of thofe Times, Done into Englifh by a Gen- 
tleman, and publifh’d for his Benefir. 
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Where C:mpleat Setts may be had. 








